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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 12 April 2022 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC) 
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Trevor Sayer (TS) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 

 
In attendance: Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 

Chris Knock, Babergh/Mid Suffolk DC (CK) 
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 

   6 Parishioners 
 

Apologies:  Helen Durrant 
Geoff Horrex 
David King 

   Simon Tennent 
 

 
22.1  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 
See above.  SN welcomed everyone to the meeting.     

 
22.2  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING / MATTERS ARISING 
 
It was proposed by AP, seconded by TS and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
held on Tuesday 13 April 2021 should be approved.  In response to a question from JL, GH said she would report 
back with more information about the approved Suffolk 2020 bids. 
 
22.3  CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
SN welcomed Chris Knock, a member of the Communities Team at Babergh/Mid Suffolk which helped to identify 
funding sources for community groups.  He gave an interesting and informative presentation on what could be 
done to make village halls and community buildings ‘greener’.  With regard to the ‘Heating Bildeston’ initiative, 
which had accessed funding for a detailed feasibility study to heat 400 houses, SN asked whether a village with 
fewer than 400 houses could work with a neighbouring village on a similar initiative; CK said there would need to 
be a spatial assessment, as the closer together houses were, the better.  In response to a question from JL, CK 
said the trees near the Pavilion would restrict the efficiency of solar panels, although they could be installed at 
ground level.  In response to a comment concerning gas still being installed in new housing developments, he said 

he hoped hydrogen would replace methane eventually. 
 
(the full presentation can be found at www.raydonpc.org) 
 
22.4   REPORTS 
 
22.4.1 Suffolk County Council  
GH’s report was noted.  The ANPR (automatic number plate recognition) pilot scheme had started in Holton St 
Mary; in response to a question from JL, GH confirmed that Raydon was on the list to trial the scheme - KL and TS 
confirmed that the location of the pole had been agreed.  Issues raised by the review into the SEND scheme were 
being dealt with.  It had been announced in August 2021 that Suffolk residents could invest in renewables through 
a group-buying scheme for solar panels and battery storage.  SCC had approved additional investment of 
£20million in highway drainage and footpaths to help resolve the number of highway flooding sites; the footpath 
investment aimed to provide a safer and more accessible network.   

http://www.raydonpc.org/
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GH said it was disappointing that Suffolk’s funding request to the ‘Bus Back Better’ initiative had been turned 
down; however, the council would be looking to reapply in the second tranche.  She thanked the Parish Council 
for its support during the past year. 
 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 

 
22.4.2 Babergh District Council 
Councillor Ward’s report was noted; TS said how useful the infographics sheet was – JC confirmed that this would 
be available on the Raydon website.  The Virtual High Street had helped many businesses during lockdown; 
Babergh had won three awards at the iESE awards in September 2021, including a gold for this initiative.  Babergh 
had invested in CCTV in both Hadleigh and Sudbury.  98 new homes had been added to Babergh’s housing stock 

during the year.  A total of 730 solar panels had been installed on the leisure centres in Hadleigh and Sudbury, 
and at the Wenham depot; solar car ports were being installed in the Station Road car park in Sudbury and it was 
hoped that this would soon be possible in Hadleigh.  Babergh’s budget for 2022-23 had been approved. 

 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 

 
22.4.3 Village Hall 
JC read out the report from the VH Management Committee. Following a public meeting in March 2019, when a 
significant majority had voted in favour of selling the Hall, the Trust Deed and Charity Commission required a 
survey to be carried out by a chartered surveyor, which took place towards the end of August 2019; the hall was 
put on the market in March 2020.  The potential purchasers submitted a pre-application before the full planning 
application was submitted to Babergh; the proposal appeared to be in keeping with the surroundings and the 
village.  However, progress was slow and the purchasers were advised that the property would be re-marketed if 
exchange did not take place straight away; exchange took place later that month, with completion set for 10 
September 2021.  The purchasers failed to complete on that date, but eventually completed at the end of 
September. The management committee had a meeting with the trustees of the King George’s playing Field in 
February 2022, when two of the trustees outlined their vision for a Community Centre.  Although only at the 
feasibility stage, this proposal was warmly received by the management committee as it aligned with the 

requirements of the Trust Deed and would be a fitting use of the funds resulting from the hard work of 
fundraisers and committee members over the years; a further meeting was planned. 

 
22.4.4 King George’s Field & Pavilion 
Despite Covid, which had led to a drop in income during the year, the Farmers’ Market had been very successful 
and another one was planned in 2022.  Bonfire night had also been successful, with people contributing 
generously to the bucket collection.  SN had taken over as chairman, the previous chairman having retired in 
2021.  There were three other trustees – Nev Davenport (secretary and treasurer), Mark Smout and Stephen Coe – 
SN thanked them for their hard work and enthusiasm.  A grant from Babergh had allowed a screen and projector 
to be installed in the Pavilion, and there would soon be a sound system.  The KGF Trustees were working with the 
social club and the church to put on a Jubilee event on Sunday 5 June.  KL then gave a brief report on the Sports 
and Social Club (Raydon Club), which he chaired. The ongoing Covid pandemic had resulted in the New Year's Eve 
event and the pre-Christmas ‘Bring a Plate’ social event being cancelled.  Wednesday night openings were 
continuing, with regular support and plenty of room for growth. A strong and diverse committee was in place 
drawn from a membership of over 50, significantly boosted by the influx of new residents to the village.  Aims for 
the coming year included building the membership further and running a similar programme of events as planned 
for last year.  KL thanked committee members and supporters.  

 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 
 
22.4.5 Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
JC read out the report from Simon Tennent, Churchwarden.  Due to Covid, the early part of the year had relied 
on some online services across the Benefice (Holton St Mary, Higham & Stratford St Mary), but even when 
restrictions eased normal worship was limited. However, attendance since the summer had returned to normal 
patterns and the church remained delighted with the leadership provided by the Rev Crossman.  Some fundraising 
events had been well supported; the money raised had allowed routine maintenance to continue and there 
appeared to be no major issues with the fabric of the church.  Plans were in place to return to a larger 
programme of events in 2022.  The generosity of one member of the congregation had led to the repair of the 
church clock which was now ringing again, in memory of Michael Mumford.  The PCC was grateful to the Parish 
Council for its continued support towards maintenance of the churchyard. 
 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 
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22.4.6 Garden Club 
JC read out the report submitted by Geoff Horrex.  The Raydon & District Garden Club had been affected by the 
pandemic, which had meant no monthly meetings, no shows, or coach outing or even garden visits. The club was 
eventually able to open again in September 2021 for monthly meetings only; this meeting had been the first one 
to take place in the Pavilion, following the sale of the Village Hall.  Club membership renewal was at 40 (slightly 
down from 2020) - under the circumstances the club had offered free membership for 2021 to all paid up 
members from the previous year.  

 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 
 
22.4.7 Neighbourhood Watch 
JC read out the report submitted by Helen Durrant.  Raydon’s NHW membership numbers remained static at 29.  

No crimes had been reported by residents during the previous 12 months.  All NHW information was circulated to 
members within a few days of receipt. New residents to the village could email steveandhelen2005@sky.com to 
join the scheme.  Members were encouraged to register themselves with Police Connect 
(https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/police-connect) to receive details of all crime in the region by email, 
text or phone.  This enabled residents to take preventive action and spread the word when relevant.  The general 
advice was to be vigilant, report any incidents quickly and share information.  

 
(full report held on file with the minutes) 
 
22.5  MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS 
 
1 Meetings of the KGF Trustees - in response to a question, SN said meetings of the KGF Trustees were not open 

to the public; as a registered charity the Trustees were entitled to meet in private.   
 

2 Village Hall – it was hoped that there would be an open meeting in due course at which parishioners would be 
updated on progress. 

 
3 Grass verges – in response to a question, KL said the verges were owned by SCC, not the Parish Council. As 

with the lay-by near the church, SCC only carried out minimum ‘patch’ repairs, but the PC could do more 
using the Community Self-Help Scheme.  The PC was in the process of asking parishioners what they would 
like to see done, and would then obtain quotes to see what might be possible.  It was noted that it was illegal 
to park on verges in London, and the government was currently considering extending that law to other parts 
of the country.  In response to a comment from SN about Rectory Close, JW said he would investigate. 

 
22.6  CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
 
SN thanked her fellow Councillors and the Clerk for their hard work during the year.  She also thanked Councillors 
Hall and Ward for their support. 
 
 

* * * * * * 
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