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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12 OCTOBER 2021 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Trevor Sayers (TS) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 

 
In attendance:  Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 
 
Apologies:  Stephen Coe (SC) 

Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 
 

 
21.10.1 APOLOGIES 
 
21.10.1.1 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were accepted from SC and SN.  Sigi Steer had resigned from the Parish Council with 
immediate effect; JC would request the appropriate Notice of Casual Vacancy from Babergh. 
 
21.10.1.2 Approval of leave of absence 
It was proposed by AP, seconded by KL and agreed unanimously to approve the Chairman’s request 
for leave of absence of up to six months. 
 
21.10.2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
21.10.3 PUBLIC FORUM  
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

21.10.4 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was proposed by FB, seconded by TS and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 14 September 2021 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed 
accordingly.   
 
21.10.5 ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda; there were updates on the 
following: 
 
21.10.5.1 Lunch Club 
FB had decided to put this on hold for the time being. 
 
21.10.6 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
21.10.6.1 Babergh DC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 

minutes.   
 
21.10.6.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes. A team from Lincolnshire had carried out a review of Suffolk’s SEND provision; the report 
had highlighted several areas of concern which would be addressed as soon as possible.   
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In response to a question from AP concerning the timescale, GH said recommendations would be 
finalised by 2024. Other items to note were the replacement of street lights to reduce energy and 
minimise light pollution and a new system for booking appointments at recycling centres.  GH was 
awaiting a response about clearance of damaged road signs.  KL said some damaged signs reported 
online had disappeared from the website; GH would investigate.  She said she still had some funds 
available from her Locality budget, which had to be spent by 31 March 2022.  In response to a 
question from FB, she said an application for some funding for the Lunch Club would be considered; 
funding applications did not have to come from the PC.  JC asked whether funding could be 
requested for the refurbishment of the telephone box in Lower Raydon, given that some funding 

had already been received from Babergh; GH confirmed that it could. 
 
21.10.7 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
21.10.7.1 Grass verges  
TS gave a verbal update - in response to a suggestion from AP, he would share his notes with 
members.  JC had confirmed that planters would be covered under the PC’s ‘all risks’ insurance.  
TS said the best option would probably be wooden sleepers – they cost approximately £35 each and 
six would be required for each large planter; he estimated the total cost per planter would be 
approximately £500, including labour.  The working party had been in touch with Long Melford PC, 
who had already installed planters and were happy to share their experiences.  The working party 
would meet again and produce a report for the next meeting, when a firm decision would be made 
on how to proceed; it was agreed that a representative from Highways should be invited to the 
public meeting; JC agreed to take the minutes.   
 
21.10.7.2 County Broadband 
KL’s report was noted.  The project manager had begun to contact residents who had expressed an 
interest.  There would be a video presentation to the public, followed by a public meeting.  A free 

connection would be offered to the KGF Pavilion. 
 
21.10.7.3 Community Speed Watch 
JL’s report was noted.  AP noted that the report was really a statement; no actions or decisions 
were required.  It was hoped to be able to re-launch the initiative in the new year. 
 
21.10.7.4 ANPR trial 
KL’s update was noted.  There had been some resistance from parishioners about the installation of 
posts near their properties; KL and JL would make some personal visits.  GH said there had been a 
delay and the trial would not now start before spring 2022.   
 
21.10.8 SPEED LIMITS 
 
It was agreed that the speed limit through the village should be extended, and – ideally – reduced. 
Reduction of the 30mph limit was not an option under SCC’s policy regarding 20mph limits.  It was 
agreed to investigate an extension of the 40mph speed limit to the village boundary on the B1070. 
In response to a question from AP, GH said she would support this.  However, she said any change 
to speed limits would take some time to implement and would be very expensive, mostly due to 

legal costs; she would probably be able to make a small contribution from her budget.  A site 
survey would be required to see whether changes were feasible; it was agreed that KL would email 
GH to register the PC’s interest, but no decisions would be made until further information was 
available. JC had received an email from a parishioner with photographs attached showing skid 
marks on Woodlands Road, which had highlighted the problem. 
 
21.10.9 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
21.10.9.1 RFO’s report 
It was proposed by JL, seconded by FB and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 12 
October 2021 should be approved; payments of £1,500.92 were authorised.   
 
21.10.9.2 Budget / precept for 2022/23 
It was agreed that AP, FB and JL would meet to discuss a draft budget for 2022/23; JC would 
provide information to inform their discussions. The working party would bring recommendations to 
the November meeting 
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21.10.10 WEBSITE 
 
JC’s paper was noted.  It was agreed in principle to accept her recommendation; however, she 
would bring additional information and detailed costings to the November meeting, when a firm 
decision would be made. 
 
21.10.11 REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 
JC confirmed that the wreaths had been ordered.  It was agreed that KL would lay the wreath at 

the church; JL would do so at the Airfield Memorial.  JC would advise when the wreaths were ready 
for collection, and confirm timings for the day. 
 
21.10.12 CLERK’S ANNUAL REVIEW 
 
It was agreed that AP and KL would carry out the review – JC would email them with possible dates.  
AP reminded members that JC worked part-time for Raydon PC and they should allow time for her 
to respond to emails, rather than expecting an immediate response. 
 
21.10.13 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
21.10.13.1 Overhanging brambles etc 
An email had been received from a parishioner concerning overhanging brambles along The Street; 
JC would write to the owners of the property in question. 
 
21.10.14 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 

 
21.10.15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 9 November 2021 in the Pavilion, KGF. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
  
 


