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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Stephen Coe (SC) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 

Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Trevor Sayers (TS) 
 

In attendance:  Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 

   3 Parishioners 
 
Apologies:  Sigi Steer (SS) 

Jayne Tann (JT) 
 

 
21.9.1  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were accepted from JT and SS. 
 
21.9.2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
SN and SC declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 21.9.8.2. 
 
21.9.3  COUNTY BROADBAND 
 
SN explained that the purpose of the presentation was to inform councillors about the initiative; no 
questions would be taken from the public.  She introduced Cameron Lees from County Broadband, 
who explained that the current network in Raydon, using copper cables, had been installed pre-
Internet; the network was already at full capacity.  County Broadband had been in business for 20 

years, and provided infrastructure to rural locations with fibre optic cables from the cabinet all the 
way to individual households.  Due to third party investment from companies such as Aviva, the 
network could be installed at no cost to the community.  In response to a question from TS, 
Cameron said new cabinets would be installed and the existing underground channels utilised.  
County Broadband worked with all third party hardware, including BT – he explained that fibre 
routers had a longer reach, so boosters should not be necessary.  In response to a question about 
cost, he said prices would start at £28 per month.  The next step would be to introduce the Project 
Manager (Dan) and hold a launch meeting for the public in early November; people could register 
their interest on the website (www.countybroadband.co.uk).  
 
21.9.4  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
A parishioner raised the issue of plant growth in the gutters as drains had not been cleared.  GH 
explained that there were fewer cuts during the year because of lack of funding, but that any 
problems should be reported online.  KL noted that the problem near the church had been 
addressed. Another outstanding issue was the reinstatement / replacement of 30mph signs; GH said 
she had reported these and would ensure they were on the list for action.  The same parishioner 
raised some issues concerning the Community Speed Watch initiative and some confusion over 

whether or not a mobile phone ‘app’ should be used. 
 
A further query concerned the sale of the Village Hall.  SN explained that this was a question for 
the Trustees rather than the Parish Council; a public meeting would be held in due course. 
 
 
 

http://www.countybroadband.co.uk/
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21.9.5  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13 JULY 2021 
 
It was proposed by AP, seconded by TS and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 13 July 2021 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed accordingly.   
 
21.9.6  ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda; there were updates on the 
following: 

 
21.9.6.1 Website 
JC would bring a paper to the October meeting. 
 
21.9.6.2 Lunch Club 
FB said that the possibility of hiring Holton Village Hall had been discussed, but was probably not a 
viable option.  With regard to the kitchen at the Pavilion, SN said a chartered surveyor had been 
asked to look at the whole structure and the Trustees would consider his report before setting 
priorities, which would depend on the funding available.  SC had spoken to a professional outside 
caterer who would give recommendations on what would be acceptable.  FB had spoken to CAS 
about funding opportunities; JW suggested CIL funding might be a possibility.  Councillors said they 
would like to see interest gauged through a full consultation with all parishioners.  The Lunch Club 
would be a main agenda item for the October meeting. 
 
21.9.6.3 ANPR trial 
JC had written to the owners of the properties near the proposed locations for the ANPR devices.  
However, there had been some concerns over one proposed location and an alternative had 
therefore been identified; KL would let JC have details so that she could write to the home owner. 

 
21.9.6.4 Rectory Close parking bays 
AP said the undergrowth had not yet been cleared; JW would follow up.  SN would email JW with 
the name(s) of the owners of vehicle(s) permanently parked there. 
 
21.9.6.5 HGVs parking overnight 
JC had copied the letter received from a concerned parishioner to JW; he would investigate. 
 
21.9.7  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
21.9.7.1 Babergh DC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  JW said that up to 12 Afghan refugees could be housed if required.  A former care home 
in Angel Street, Hadleigh, had been transformed into social housing and was now fully occupied.  
Babergh and Mid Suffolk DCs had received national recognition at the iESE Public Sector 
Transformation Awards held in London on 8 September, winning gold, silver and bronze awards.  JW 
was particularly pleased with the award for the Virtual High Street.  In response to a question from 
JL about the ‘Welcome Back’ fund, JW would find out whether the Lunch Club could apply for 

funding.  With regard to the parking strategy consultation, this was about ensuring the right 
provision of car parking, not about the charges due to be introduced in the new year. 
 
21.9.7.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  GH said the ANPR devices were currently being programmed and it was hoped that the 
trial would start soon.  With regard to the Solar Together programme run in Suffolk since 2018, 
Suffolk residents had until 27 September to register their interest in the group-buying scheme. 
 
21.9.8  FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
21.9.8.1 RFO’s report 
It was proposed by SN, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 14 
September 2021 should be approved; payments of £473.92 were authorised, together with direct 
debits to E.ON and Anglian Water totalling £453.85.  In response to a question from AP, JC said the 
latest direct debit taken by E.ON in respect of the Village Hall had been queried and final meter 
readings taken on completion of the sale.   
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21.9.8.2 Fireworks display 
It was proposed by KL, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously to make a donation of £200 towards 
the annual firework display. 
 
21.9.9  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
21.9.9.1 Grass verges  
The report from the working party was noted.  TS emphasised the need to engage with parishioners 
and suggested inviting them to a meeting in October or November to discuss the plans and gauge 

interest.  SN said some properties were council-owned properties, so Babergh should also be 
involved.  RPC would have to take on responsibility for the planters; SC would send JC a note of the 
key points to inform her discussion with the PC’s insurers. 
 
21.9.9.2 Community Speed Watch 
JL’s report was noted; he had asked FB to take on the role of deputy coordinator.  FB explained the 
process once a vehicle had been identified as speeding.  At present there were only four 
volunteers, following three resignations; JL would draft a paragraph encouraging people to join and 
send it to JC for Quartet.  It was agreed that there would be a discussion at the next meeting about 
extending the speed limit through the village. 
 
21.9.10 PLANNING 
 
21.9.10.1 DC/21/04901 – Brook Cottage, Higham Hill IP7 5QH 
Councillors had no objections to the erection of single storey rear and side extensions. 
 
21.9.10.2 DC/21/04752 – Land on south west side of California Lane, Hintlesham 
Councillors had no objections to the conversion of stable to form 1 dwelling. 

 
21.9.10.3  DC/21/02426 – Land east of Wayside, Woodlands Road 
It was noted that permission had been granted for change of use and erection of 5 dwellings, 
outbuildings and new vehicular access. 
 
21.9.10.4   DC/21/01497 – Village Hall 
It was noted that permission had been granted for change of use and extension and conversion to 2 
dwellings. 
 
21.9.10.5   DC/21/03847 – 2,4,5 & 6 The Gardens 
Discharge of conditions was noted. 
 
21.9.10.6   DC/21/04204 - Land north west of Pipers Wen 
Discharge of conditions was noted.  
 
21.9.11 FESTIVAL OF SUFFOLK 2022 
 
It was agreed that SC would take this forward; JC would email the details to him. 

 
21.9.12 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
21.7.12.1 Water pressure 
Parishioners had experienced a reduction in water pressure on several occasions recently; JC would 
write to Anglian Water. 
 
21.9.13 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 
 
21.9.14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 12 October 2021 in the Pavilion, KGF. 
 
 

* * * * * * *  


