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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON TUESDAY 3 MAY 2022 

 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 

 
In attendance:  Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 

John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 
   9 Parishioners 
 
Apologies:  Trevor Sayers (TS) 
   Helen Durrant 

Geoff Horrex 
   David King 

Simon Tennent 

 

 
22.5.1  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND OFFICERS 
 
It was proposed by KL, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously that SN be re-elected Chairman; she signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  JL had proposed KL for the role of Chairman; however, he did not 
wish to stand.  It was further proposed by SN, seconded by JT and agreed unanimously that AP be 
reappointed Vice Chairman.   
 

22.5.2  APOLOGIES 
 
See above - apologies were accepted from TS. 
 
22.5.3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
22.5.4  PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Parishioners raised the following issues, which would be considered by the PC: 

• CIL money – SN explained that the PC received any CIL funding due twice yearly; the money 

had to be spent within 3 years.  Funds for the current year had not yet been allocated but 
councillors would be discussing this at a future meeting.  To date, a large proportion of CIL 
funding had been spent on resurfacing the Pavilion car park and the lay-by outside the 
church, during the financial year 2020/21. In response to a question concerning whether 
some funding could be spent on new equipment for the playing field, SN explained that this 
would be for the Playing Field Committee to consider, rather than the PC.  AP reminded 
parishioners that a questionnaire had been circulated to all residents in 2018, inviting 
suggestions for improving the village.  One issue highlighted then was speeding – the PC had 
introduced a Community Speedwatch scheme but unfortunately this had been suspended by 
the police due to a number of issues; it was hoped to be able to reinstate the scheme later 
in the year.  The ANPR trial, currently under way in Holton St Mary and due to be rolled out 
to Raydon shortly, should help to address the problem.  

• Grass verges – in response to a comment that it was taking a long time to resolve this issue, 

KL said letters had been sent to all affected residents inviting their views on what should 
be one; contractors had been approached to quote for various different options. 

• Communications – a parishioner noted that not everyone had access to the internet, and 
felt that communications could be improved – one suggestion was an informal, open 
meeting; another was that hybrid meetings would enable those parishioners unable to 
physically attend meetings to take part.   
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JW offered to produce a paper listing the different tiers of local councils and their 
respective responsibilities, which could be delivered to all households.  It was noted that 
the PC had set up a communications working group which would be meeting shortly. 

• Dogs – a parishioner asked whether an additional refuse bin could be installed; however, 

they did not have a specific location in mind. 

• National Grid’s East Anglia GREEN consultation – SN asked parishioners to send their views 
to the Clerk as this would be useful when preparing the PC’s response.  However, it was 
agreed that some action needed to be taken as soon as possible – a parishioner commented 
that, as well as ruining the countryside, the development would devalue properties.  She 
urged everyone to attend the public meeting on 17 May in Holton St Mary (12 noon – 7pm), 
and asked the PC to consider holding a public meeting in Raydon. 

(see also minute 22.5.10, below) 
 
22.5.5  CO-OPTION 
 
Following Colin Chapman’s application to join the Parish Council, it was proposed by SN, seconded 

by KL and agreed unanimously to co-opt him.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
and joined the meeting. 
 
22.5.6  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8 MARCH 2022 
 
It was proposed by AP, seconded by JT and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 8 March 2022 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed accordingly.   
 
22.5.7  ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda. 
 
22.5.8  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
22.5.8.1 Babergh DC 
Written reports for April and May had been circulated prior to the meeting, copies of which are 
filed with these minutes.  The Government’s energy rebate payments of £150 had been made to 

households who paid council tax via direct debit; those who did not would receive their payment 
later in the month.  The Women’s Cycle Tour in June would be passing through Raydon and Upper 
Layham.  In response to a question from KL about the Economic Recovery Plan, JW said this was 
designed to help support large and small businesses across the whole district, but mainly in 
Hadleigh and Sudbury.  In response to a question concerning the new car park ticket machines in 
Hadleigh, JW said the faulty machine in the Magdalen Road car park was now working properly. 
 
22.5.8.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  With regard to the campaign urging households to recycle glass properly, AP suggested 
the PC might reconsider locating a glass recycling bin on the Pavilion car park; however, JW advised 
waiting as changes to the current arrangements were being considered, including kerbside 
collections.  In response to a comment from JT that some people did not know where the recycling 
bins were located, JC would put something in Quartet and the Hadleigh Community News.  In 
response to a question from SN about the lorry route review, GH would check on progress; she 
asked SN to email her views. 
 
22.5.9  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 
22.5.9.1 RFO’s report for 31.3.22 
It was proposed by SN, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 31 
March 2022 should be approved. 
 
22.5.9.2 RFO’s report for 3.5.21 
It was proposed by SN, seconded by FB and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 3 May 
2022 should be approved; payments of £2,849.05 were authorised.  It was noted that the first 
tranche of the precept had been received from Babergh DC, together with CIL payments totalling 
£5,469.82.   
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22.5.9.3 NJC pay awards 
The national pay scales for 2021-22 had finally been agreed; it was noted that the Clerk’s pay 
increase had been backdated to 1 April 2021. 
 
22.5.9.4 Quiet Lanes 
It was proposed by JT, seconded by JL and agreed unanimously that the Parish Council should make 
an additional donation of £100 to Quiet Lanes Suffolk, bringing its total contribution to £250. 
 
22.5.10 EAST ANGLIA GREEN ENERGY ENABLEMENT (East Anglia GREEN) consultation 

 
It was agreed to set up a working group comprising SN, KL, JL and Colin Chapman from the PC, 
together with parishioners Jo and David Brothers, Teresa Halloran, Lorraine May.  In addition, the 
PC would invite the Chair of the Wenham Meeting, a representative from Holton St Mary PC, and 
Councillor David Holland, Chairman of Hennys, Middleton & Twinstead PC and a former Babergh 
district councillor, who had done a lot of research into the pros and cons of pylons versus 
underground cables in relation to the Bramford to Twinstead reinforcement project.  The group 
would meet as soon as possible, possibly via Zoom or Teams; the deadline for responses was 
Thursday 16 June.  In response to a question from KL, JW said a possible location for the sealing 
link compound might be Notley Enterprise park.  He also said that Sir Bernard Jenkin MP was setting 
up a group to look into an offshore option. 
(see also Public Forum, above) 
 
22.5.11 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 
Babergh District Council was carrying out this review of the whole principal council area, rather 
than dealing with review requests piecemeal.  After consideration, councillors felt that there were 
no real issues with maintaining the status quo. However, it as agreed that JC would ask whether 

linking Lower Raydon with Shelley could be an option. 
 
22.5.12 PLANNING 
 
It was noted that permission had been granted for the following: 

• DC/22/00245 – Lavender House: front porch 

• DC/22/00476 – 4 Dunningham Drive: dormers and conservation light to rear roof slope 

• DC/22/00524 – Rose Cottage, Sulleys Hill: single storey rear extension; alterations and 
extension of existing outbuilding 

 
22.5.13 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
 
It was agreed unanimously to renew the General Power of Competence for the year 2022-23. 
 
22.5.14 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None. 
 

22.5.15 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 
 
22.5.16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 14 June, in the Pavilion, KGF. 
 

* * * * * * * 
  


