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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11 JANUARY 2022 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) – in the Chair 
 

In attendance:  Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 
 

Apologies:  Stephen Coe (SC) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
Trevor Sayer (TS) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 
 

 
22.1.1  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were accepted from JL, SN, TS and JT.  JC reported that SC had resigned from the Parish 
Council. 
 
22.1.2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
22.1.3  PUBLIC FORUM  
 
There were no parishioners present. 
 
22.1.4  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was proposed by FB, seconded by KL and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 9 November 2021 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed 
accordingly.   

 
22.1.5  ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda; there were updates on the 
following: 
 
22.1.5.1 Speed limits 
In response to KL’s email recording the PC’s interest in extending/lowering speed limits in the 
village, GH said the information provided was useful but she would also require evidence to support 
the request; FB said JL might be able to provide some data from the Community Speed Watch 
initiative.  GH cautioned that the process was time consuming and would cost between £5-10,000 
for the public consultation and design work; if the request was successful, there would be 
additional costs for signage. 
 
22.1.5.2 Communications 
It was noted that, in the light of SC’s resignation, the composition of the working group would need 
to be considered; this would be an agenda item for the February meeting. 
 

22.1.5.3 Grass verges 
The working party had been unable to meet in December; a report would be submitted for the 
February meeting. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 2 

22.1.5.4 Locality Budget 
This would be an agenda item for the February meeting; councillors were asked to bring suggestions 
to the meeting.  GH said the deadline for applications for her Locality Budget had been extended 
and applications could be submitted during the next financial year. 
 
22.1.6  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
22.1.6.1 Babergh DC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 

minutes; the report was noted.   
 
22.1.6.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes. It had been proposed that SCC’s budget for 2022-23 should rise by 4.5%, to be generated 
by a 2.99% increase in Council Tax and an increase in grants from Government.  The proposals 
included £1m additional funding for Suffolk Highways over the next four years, and £10m to 
improve footpath quality and access over the next three years; in response to a question from KL, 
GH said this funding was for areas where there were currently no footpaths.  The budget proposals 
would be presented at a Scrutiny meeting on 11 January, with the final budget discussion at a full 
Council meeting on 17 February.  In response to a question from AP, GH confirmed that the 
chevrons between Raydon and Holton St Mary would be replaced.  JC said the broken signpost at 
Masons Bridge had still not been removed; GH would follow up.  With regard to signage generally, 
KL suggested that SCC’s Community Self-Help Scheme should be an agenda item for the next 
meeting.  In response to comments from AP on the Copdock Junction consultation, GH said this was 
a National Highways project and SCC had not been involved or asked to comment.   
 
22.1.7  CASUAL VACANCY 

 
JC confirmed that no applications had been received for the vacancy, which had been advertised in 
Quartet (plus a separate flyer), via the community email and on facebook.  AP suggested a 
personalised mailing to new residents, if they had lived in the village for 12 months and/or were on 
the electoral roll.  However, as there were now two vacancies, it was agreed to launch a new 
recruitment campaign in the spring; in the meantime PC members would continue to encourage 
residents to apply. 
 
22.1.8  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
22.1.8.1 Climate Change 
JL’s report was noted.  It was proposed by FB, seconded by KL and agreed unanimously to invite 
Peter Dow, Elmswell Parish Clerk, to be the guest speaker at the Annual Parish Meeting on 12 April.  
Peter was the main speaker at the Low Energy Showcase held in November, attended by JL and FB. 
 
22.1.9 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
22.1.9.1 RFO’s report 

It was proposed by AP, seconded by KL and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 11 
January 2022 should be approved; payments of £932.39 were authorised, together with a direct 
debit of £4.48 to E.ON.  It was proposed by AP, seconded by KL and agreed unanimously that 
£20,000 should be transferred to the savings account. 
 
22.1.9.2 Charity donations 
JC had circulated a list of charities requesting support from the PC during the next financial year; 
the budget for 2022-23 already included donations to EEAA, St Elizabeth Hospice and CAB. It was 
proposed by AP, seconded by FB and agreed unanimously to donate £50 to Compassion, a small 
charity based in Babergh; the request had come from a Raydon resident involved with the charity. 
 
22.1.10 PLANNING  
 
22.1.10.1 DC/21/06672 – Bury to Colchester Pipeline Scheme 
It was agreed to invite Bron Curtis, Principal Planning Officer at Babergh & Mid Suffolk, to the 
February meeting to explain the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) scoping process and answer 
questions.  JC would also invite a representative of the Shelley Parish Meeting to attend. 
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22.1.11 WEBSITE 
 

JC invited councillors to look at the new website (http://raydon.suffolk.cloud), but stressed 

that it was still in the development stage and there was more content to be added.  She 

would welcome councillors’ initial comments. 
 
22.1.12 CONFIDENTIAL: CLERK’S REVIEW 
 
The working group’s report was noted. 
 
22.1.13 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None. 
 

22.1.14 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 
 
22.1.15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 8 February 2022, in the KGF Pavilion. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 

http://raydon.suffolk.cloud/

