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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2022 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jo Brothers (JB) 
Colin Chapman (CC) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Keith Lovering (KL) 
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 

 

In attendance:  Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 

   1 Parishioner 
 
Apologies:  Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 

 

 
22.10.1 APOLOGIES 
 

See above - apologies were accepted from SN. 
 
22.10.2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
KL declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 22.10.14. 
 
22.10.3 PRESENTATION BY KGF TRUSTEES 
 
Stephen Coe explained that King George’s Field was a registered charity with six Trustees; the 
charity managed and maintained the Playing Field, the car park and the Pavilion.  Funding came 
from events held – eg the Farmers’ Markets and the annual Fireworks Display – as well as from 
‘tenants’ hiring the facilities.   
 
The Pavilion had been erected in 2000 and consisted of a number of portakabin-type buildings.  The 
Trustees were aware that the kitchen and toilet and changing facilities were in urgent need of 
upgrading, and had asked Mark Smout, a Trustee and chartered surveyor, to carry out a survey of 
the whole building.  He had found corrosion in the main structure and estimated that the building 
would fail within the next ten to fifteen years.  For this reason, the Trustees were considering a 

new, permanent structure which would be a community centre for all parishioners.  It was 
estimated that the cost of a new building, keeping to the same footprint, would be in the region of 
£500-600,000.  The Trustees had been talking to the Village Hall Committee about the possibility of 
using the funds from the sale of the hall and were currently waiting for a meeting to be confirmed.  
They had approached Babergh about CIL funding and were also talking to Sport England. They had 
visited the new Monks Eleigh community centre, which had cost around £400,000 to build in 2018.  
The next step would be to commission some concept drawings and engage with all stakeholders.  In 
response to a comment from AP that a community centre was different to a sports and social club, 
Stephen said it should not be necessary for a new charity to be set up.  In response to a further 
question from FB, he said the Trustees felt it would be sensible to have the concept drawings 
before holding an open meeting for parishioners; they were aware that a multi-functional building 
was needed. The cost of commissioning an architect to produce the drawings would be in the region 
of £5000; the Trustees had asked the PC to consider making a contribution from CIL funding.  
(see also minute 22.10.11, below) 
 
22.10.4 PUBLIC FORUM 
 

The parishioner present did not wish to speak. 
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22.10.5 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
It was proposed by CC, seconded by JL and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 13 September 2022 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed 
accordingly.   
 
22.10.6 ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda. 

 
22.10.6.1 Section 106 funding 
To date no proposal had been received from the Playing Field Committee; JC would check on the 
deadline for submission. 
 
22.10.6.2 Footpath signpost 
It was agreed that KL and AP would confirm the correct location for the signpost, which was 
believed to have been moved by a parishioner. 
 
22.10.6.3 Communications 
The November meeting would consider reconvening a Communications working party. 
 
22.10.6.4 Sign directing HGVs 
JC would liaise with GH over the installation and correct wording of a sign on the B1070. 
 
22.10.7 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
22.10.7.1 Babergh DC 

A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  JW said Babegh would welcome applications for CIL funding – the maximum amount 
available for individual projects was £100,000.  In response to a comment from FB, JW said he was 
aware of the large number of swan deaths in Sudbury, due to avian flu; more information about the 
outbreak was on the government website. 
 
22.10.7.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  With regard to speeding through the village, GH confirmed that SCC recommended two 
speed surveys be carried out, at a cost of £510 plus VAT; more road markings were also 
recommended.  A decision on whether to go ahead with the surveys would be made at the 
November meeting.  In response to a question from KL concerning the ANPR trial, GH said Raydon 
had not been chosen as one of the trial villages, but was on the list for the roll-out of the scheme.  
She would chase confirmation of the location of the poles in Raydon. 
 
22.10.8 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
22.10.8.1 Quiet Lanes 

The final report from AP and JT was noted.  JT suggested approaching Holton St Mary to see if the 
scheme could be extended to Bacons Green; this would be considered at the next meeting. 
 
22.10.8.2 Climate Change 
JL’s update was noted.   
 
22.10.9 CASUAL VACANCY 
 
The Notice of Vacancy had been displayed for the statutory period; no request for an election had 
been received and Babergh had confirmed the PC was now able to proceed with co-option.  JC and 
AP would draft an advert for insertion in Quartet; it would also be displayed on the noticeboards, 
the website and circulated via social media.  In response to a suggestion from AP, it was agreed to 
invite applications from people with a particular interest in leading the Community Speedwatch 
intiative, which the PC hoped to relaunch in the near future. 
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22.10.10 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
22.10.10.1 RFO’s report 
It was proposed by KL, seconded by JT and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 11 
October 2022 should be approved; payments of £1580.71 were approved.  It was noted that the 
second tranche of the precept had been received. 
 
22.10.10.2 Warm Space 
St Mary’s Church would be taking part in the national Warm Space initiative from November 2022 to 

February 2023, offering a warm space, free lunch, entertainment and company for a few hours 
every fortnight. It was proposed by AP, seconded by JT and agreed in principle to make a donation 
of £300 towards the catering costs; however, councillors asked JC to confirm whether the PCC had 
a Food Hygiene certificate before confirming the PC’s support. 
 
22.10.10.3 Budget & Precept working party 
It was agreed that AP, KL and CC would meet to discuss a draft budget for 2023/24; JC would 
provide information to inform the discussion.  The working party would bring recommendations to 
the November meeting. 
 
22.10.11 CIL expenditure – KGF  
 
As agreed at the last meeting, JC had written to the Trustees suggesting CIL money might be used 
for new play equipment and fencing on the playing field, and towards a consultant’s report for 
possible replacement of the Pavilion; the Trustees had responded positively to these suggestions. It 
was agreed by 6 votes to 1 that JC should confirm the PC’s support in principle; this would be 
discussed further at the November meeting.  In the meantime JB would try to organise a site visit 
by Playdale. 

(see also 22.10.3, above) 
 
22.10.12 LITTER BIN FOR PLAYING FIELD 
 
As agreed at the last meeting, JC had written to the KGF Trustees to say the PC would fund the 
purchase of a litter bin on the playing field; the Trustees supported this initiative, but had 
requested some further information which JC would provide. 
 
22.10.13 SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 
It was proposed by JT, seconded by CC and agreed unanimously to adopt the draft Social Media 
policy; JC would ensure it was added to the website. 
 
22.10.14 SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
 
The grant application had been submitted to Babergh. In response to a question from AP, KL 

confirmed that it would be possible to transfer the equipment purchased to a new building, should 

this go ahead.  It was proposed by CC, seconded by JT and agreed by 5 votes to 1 that the PC 

should support the application; having declared a non-pecuniary interest, KL abstained.  JC would 

write to Babergh accordingly. 

22.10.15 REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 
22.10.15.1 War Memorial 
JC had obtained two quotes for cleaning the War Memorial, both of which were higher than 
anticipated.  After discussion it was agreed that a team of volunteers, led by CC, would carry out 
the work in time for Remembrance Day. 

 
22.10.15.2 Wreaths 
It was agreed that KL would lay the wreath at the church, and JL the one at the Airfield Memorial. 
 
22.10.16 CLERK’S ANNUAL REVIEW 
 
This item was not discussed (minute 22.10.18 refers). 
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22.10.17 DOG REFUSE BIN 
 
It was proposed by KL, seconded by JB and agreed in principle to purchase a dog refuse bin to be 
located near Country Covers; JC would confirm ownership of the land before proceeding. 
 
22.10.18 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
JC had written to the Chairman and Vice Chairman to say she was resigning as Clerk/RFO after 
almost ten years in the post; she had offered to give two months’ notice instead of one in order to 

allow more time to recruit her successor.  It was agreed that a working party comprising AP, KL and 
JC would discuss the job description and terms of employment etc; they would bring 
recommendations to the November meeting. 
  
22.10.19 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 
 
22.10.20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 8 November, in the Pavilion, KGF. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 


