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RAYDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Present:  Faith Backhouse (FB) 
Jane Cryer – Clerk (JC)  
Jim Lowe (JL) 
Sue Newton – Chairman (SN) 
Amanda Pyall – Vice Chairman (AP) 
Jayne Tann (JT) 
 

In attendance:  Parishioner   
John Ward, Babergh DC (JW) 

 
Apologies:  Keith Lovering (KL) 

Trevor Sayer (TS) 
Georgia Hall, Suffolk CC (GH) 
 

 
22.2.1  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were accepted from KL and TS.   
 
22.2.2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Had TS been present, he would have declared an interest in item 22.2.11.1, as the owner of 
Lavender House. 
 
22.2.3  PROPOSED PIPELINE FROM BURY TO COLCHESTER 
 
It had not been possible to go ahead with the planned presentation from one of Babergh’s Principal 
Planning Officers.  However, JC had submitted some questions from councillors before the meeting; 
the responses are summarised at Appendix I.  
 
22.2.4  PUBLIC FORUM  
 
The parishioner present asked about funding for the playground as there was a lack of facilities for 

children’s groups, toddlers etc.  SN said this was not on the PC’s agenda for the coming year, and 
was more for the Playing Field Committee to consider.  JT said the Lunch Club was open to all 
parishioners.  In response to a question about a village shop, AP said the PC had looked into this a 
few years ago and had visited the community shop in Bentley.  However, a large number of 
volunteers were required to run a community shop, even if a suitable location could be found. 
 
22.2.5  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
It was proposed by AP, seconded by FB and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting 
held on Tuesday 11 January 2022 should be accepted as an accurate record, and signed accordingly.   
 
22.2.6  ACTIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Most of the actions were either ongoing, or were on the agenda; there were updates on the 
following: 
 
22.2.6.1 Speed limits 
JL confirmed that he would be able to provide some data from the CSW initiative to support the 

PC’s wish to have speed limits in the village extended or lowered. 
 
22.2.6.2 Website 
JC had submitted more documents to be added to the new site, as the main priority was to ensure 
the PC was fully compliant regarding accessibility and the Transparency Act.  It was planned that 
the site would go ‘live’ later in the month. 



 
 

 

 2 

22.2.7  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
22.1.7.1 Babergh DC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  With regard to COVID, JW said numbers had now begun to drop again; most people 
testing positive were reporting less serious effects and Council staff were beginning to return to the 
office.  The budget for 2022-23 had been approved by Cabinet and would go to full council later in 
February; a 2% increase in Babergh’s element of council tax was proposed, with more funding for 
wellbeing and rebuilding after the pandemic.  Solar car ports had been installed in a car park in 

Sudbury; JW said it was hoped to do the same in Hadleigh.  In response to a question from JL about 
the allocation of new council housing, JW said three of eight new houses in Shotley had been 
reserved for local use; however, this was not a general principle. 
 
22.2.7.2 Suffolk CC 
A written report had been circulated prior to the meeting, a copy of which is filed with these 
minutes.  
 
22.2.8  LOCALITY BUDGETS 
 
AP suggested applying for an item of additional play equipment for the playing field, but 
acknowledged that the cost would be higher than the available funding.  JW said funding was also 
available from the Community Grant scheme; however, it was agreed that this would be for the 
Playing Field Committee to discuss whether to apply. 
 
22.2.9  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
22.2.9.1 Grass verges 

The working group’s report was noted.  Councillors did not agree with all the recommendations in 
the report and it was therefore agreed to defer further discussion to the next meeting, when 
members of the working group would be present. 
 
22.1.9 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
22.2.10.1 RFO’s report 
It was proposed by FB, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously that the finance report for 8 
February 2022 should be approved; payments of £1,173.98 were authorised, together with a direct 
debit of £67.93 to Anglian Water in respect of the Pavilion.   
 
22.2.10.2 Blade tool 
It was proposed by FB, seconded by SN and agreed unanimously that the PC should purchase a blade 
tool to clear leaf fall, as suggested by KL at the last meeting. 
 
22.2.10.3 Noticeboard for Sulleys Hill 
JT had obtained quotes for a new noticeboard at the bottom of Sulleys Hill to replace the old one, 
which was beyond repair.  It was proposed by SN, seconded by AP and agreed unanimously to 

accept a quote from Kevin W Box, a local company. 
 
22.2.11 PLANNING  
 
22.2.11.1 DC/22/00245 – Lavender House, The Street 
There were no objections to the erection of a front entrance porch. 
 
22.2.11.2 DC/22/00476 – 4 Dunningham Drive 
There were no objections to the erection of dormers and conservation light to rear in conjunction 
with loft conversion. 
 
22.2.11.3 DC/22/00524 – Rose Cottage, Sulleys Hill 
There were no objections to the erection of a single storey rear extension, alterations and 
extension of existing outbuilding. 
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22.2.12 COMMUNICATIONS 
 
SN said Stephen Coe had confirmed he was happy to remain on the working group, which currently 
also comprised SN and JT.  She proposed inviting another parishioner to join the group; the 
proposal was seconded by AP and agreed unanimously.   
 
22.2.13 COMMUNITY SELF-HELP SCHEME 
 
It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

 
22.2.14 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
JC confirmed that Councillor Chris Knock from the Communities Team at Babergh / Mid Suffolk had 
agreed to be the guest speaker on Climate Change.  The draft agenda was approved and JC would 
invite the various village organisations to give reports. 
 
22.2.15 SPRING CLEAN 
 
AP suggested holding the village Spring Clean on Sunday 3 April at 10am; this was agreed.  She 
would draft some text for Quartet.  Final arrangements would be confirmed at the March meeting. 
 
22.2.16 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
22.2.16.1 Accidents - Woodlands Road 
JC had been contacted by a parishioner living in Woodlands Road to report yet another accident; 
she had sent photographic evidence of this and previous accidents.  The police had attended the 
latest incident and a police officer had commented that he thought the speed limit was in the 

wrong place; JC would raise this with GH at Suffolk CC. 
 
22.2.16.2 Footpath 21 
A member of the public had been prevented from using the footpath by a householder and had 
complained to JC.  She had contacted the Area Rights of Way Officer at SCC who was aware that 
there had been problems with this particular footpath in the past.  He would try to speak to the 
householder in question when he was next in the area; JC would ask him when this might be, and 
would also copy the correspondence to GH.  SN said another footpath signpost had been moved by a 
parishioner from its correct location to the rear of the Pavilion; she would draft a letter to SCC. 
 
22.2.16.3 Village Hall 
Several parishioners had asked for an update on the sale of the Village Hall.  JC said the Trustees 
had confirmed that parishioners would be asked to put forward suggestions as to how the proceeds 
might be used, following which a public meeting would be held.  JC would invite the Trustees to 
give an update at the Annual Parish Meeting in April. 
 
22.2.16.4 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
The PCC was starting to formulate plans to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee; SN confirmed that the 

Playing Field Committee also had a plan for a village event.  It was agreed that the Parish Council, 
PCC and KGF should work together, and that a working party should be formed comprising 
representatives from the three organisations.  With regard to the Queen’s Green Canopy project, 
AP said she had spoken to the Playing Field Committee about the possibility of planting a tree. 
 
22.2.17 CLERK’S REPORT ON URGENT DECISIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
 
None. 
 
22.2.18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
7.30pm on Tuesday 8 March 2022, in the KGF Pavilion.  It was agreed to change the date of the AGM 
from Tuesday 10 May to Tuesday 3 May. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
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Appendix I 
 

PROPOSED BURY - COLCHESTER PIPELINE 
 

QUESTIONS TO BABERGH DC, WITH RESPONSES 
 

 
Q Impact on residents living on Woodlands Road IP7 5QA 
 
There is to be a compound B2C- MC 0039 on Woodlands Road and we would be concerned about the 
impact of the 34LDV’s and 6HDV’s on the residents and traffic along that stretch. The road is very 
narrow and there is a no-left turn sign at the junction of Woodlands and B1070 in Raydon for HGVs 
from Hadleigh due to the high number of vehicle strikes on residents walls and jammed HGVs at 
this junction. 

  
This should be raised in the PCs consultation response when the planning application is submitted.  
Individual residents may also wish to make representations. SCC Highways will be consulted. 

  
Q Impact on residents in Lower Raydon IP7 5LF, Waterworks Cottages 

 
It is unclear in the documents as to whether the plans will include work to the existing waterworks 
or building new infrastructure nearby.  Is there any further information about this and have you 
contacted the affected residents? 

  
We can pass this on to AW for address before the application is submitted. 

  
Q Unexploded Ordinance 
 
It is unclear whether the developers are aware that the Raydon Airfield was significantly larger 
during the Second World War and included Raydon Great Wood and surrounding farms. There were 
ammunition dumps, bomb dumps and fuel stores below ground, serving the Bomber Squadron that 
was based there. 

  
We can pass this on to AW for address before the application is submitted. 

  
Q Impact on wildlife - specifically Stag Beetles 
 

We were concerned to read that invertebrates were to be scoped out of the assessment on the 
assumption that they would be able to move out of the way of any disturbance. Stag Beetles are 
nationally scarce and spend the majority of their lifecycle (3-7 years) underground as larvae. Stag 
Beetles are known to be present in Raydon and are classed as a ‘priority species’ listed on schedule 
5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The larvae can live at depths of half a metre and are 
extremely likely to be disturbed or destroyed whilst this sort of work is carried out. The impact on 
Stag Beetles should be included in the scoping opinion. 

  
We can pass this on to AW for address before the application is submitted. However, it should be 
noted that the scoping out of an issue does not mean it is afforded any less weight, rather that the 
likely effects of the development in relation to that issue are not considered to be ‘significant’ in 
EIA terms. The BMSDC ecology consultant has commented on the Scoping in respect of all 
protected species and habitats, etc. 
 
 
 


